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poised and courageous. On June 29, 1999
James Hormel was sworn in as U.S. Ambas-
sador to Luxembourg by Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, thus becoming the first
and only openly gay Ambassador in United
States history. He served his term with great
distinction. Mr. Hormel is an inspiration to us
all.

I join Jim’s partner, Timothy Wu, and his
five children, Alison, Anne, Diz, Sarah, and
James Jr. in recognizing the achievements of
my constituent and dear friend, Ambassador
James C. Hormel, and acknowledging his con-
tributions and on-going commitment to human
rights, social justice and the betterment of our
nation.
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TOM KNITTER LEAVES MILWAU-
KEE’S THOMAS MORE HIGH
SCHOOL AFTER 33 YEARS

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
publicly thank Mr. Tom Knitter, an outstanding
educator and community leader from my dis-
trict, who is moving on to a new set of chal-
lenges and opportunities in California.

Tom Knitter first began teaching social stud-
ies and physical education at Pio Nono High
School in 1968. Ten years later, when Pio
Nono merged with my alma mater, Don
Bosco, Tom settled in at the newly formed
Thomas More High School, where he became
the assistant principal. With Tom as its wres-
tling coach from 1973 to 1982, the school
brought home three state championships. In
1987 he was named principal of Thomas
More, and seven years later he became the
school’s first president.

Since that time Tom has worked tirelessly
as the school’s chief executive officer. He has
been responsible for its strategic planning, de-
velopment, finances, and marketing for the
better part of a decade. On July 21, 2001,
Tom celebrates his 33-year association with
Thomas More High School, and says good-
bye, as he leaves for a position with Garces
High School in Bakersfield, California.

Tom is leaving behind many friends, memo-
ries, and most importantly, many lives that
were touched by his unparalleled dedication to
molding today’s students of Thomas More
High School into tomorrow’s leaders. The peo-
ple of Bakersfield are privileged to gain the
services of a talented educator with such a
passion for his work.

The void left by the departure of Tom and
Josie, his wife of 30 years, will not be easily
filled. In addition to his responsibilities as the
head of a National Blue Ribbon School, he
has worked with groups such as the Healthier
Communities Initiative, the Archdiocese of Mil-
waukee Marketing Committee, and the Na-
tional Catholic Education Association.

And so, it is with both great appreciation
and sadness that I join the entire community
at Thomas More High School in thanking Tom
Knitter for his 33 years of exemplary service,
and wishing him all the best in his future en-
deavors.
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OF CONNECTICUT
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Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to state on the record that my vote
on Roll Call Vote 248 (final passage for H.R.
2500, Commerce, Justice, State Appropria-
tions for Fiscal Year 2002) did not register. I
inserted my voting card into the machine and
voted aye, but my vote did not register. This
is the second time that this has occurred this
year on the final passage of a bill, despite the
fact that my voting card was recently replaced
after it would not work at all. While I realize
that human error can be involved in this situa-
tion, the fact that I was in the Chamber and
voting, and my card has malfunctioned so
many times in the past, I think it is self-evident
that my vote should have been recorded as
aye on Roll Call Vote 248 and I ask unani-
mous consent that this statement appear after
Roll Call Vote No. 248 in the permanent CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.
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TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW
ALEXANDER ENGEL

HON. STEVE ISRAEL
OF NEW YORK
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Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize one of New
York’s outstanding young students, Matthew
Alexander Engel. The Boy Scouts of his troop
will honor him as they recognize his achieve-
ments by giving him the Eagle Scout honor.

Since the beginning of this century, the Boy
Scouts of America have provided thousands of
boys and young men each year with the op-
portunity to make friends, explore new ideas,
and develop leadership skills while leaming
self-reliance and teamwork.

This award is presented only to those who
possess the qualities that make our nation
great: commitment to excellence, hard work,
and genuine love of community service. Be-
coming an Eagle Scout is an extraordinary
award with which only the finest Boy Scouts
are honored. To earn the award—the highest
advancement rank in Scouting—a Boy Scout
must demonstrate proficiency in the rigorous
areas of leadership, service, and outdoor
skills.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipients of these awards, as their
activities are indeed worthy of praise. Their
leadership benefits our community and they
serve as role models for their peers.

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes,
who continue to devote a large part of their
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, I sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless
others who have given generously of their
time and energy in support of scouting.

It is with great pride that I recognize the
achievements of Mr. Engel, and bring the at-
tention of Congress to this successful young
man on his day of recognition. Congratulations
to Matthew and his family.

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE VIRGINIA MAE
DAYS

HON. ZOE LOFGREN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2001

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Judge Virginia Mae Days, who is re-
tiring after more than 20 years on the bench
of the Santa Clara County Superior Court.
When Governor Edmund Brown Jr. appointed
her in 1981, Judge Mae Days was the first
Latina on the bench in Santa Clara County.

A lifelong resident of the Bay Area, Virginia
Mae Days was bom in San Jose in 1934. She
served in the US Navy WAVES during the Ko-
rean War, earning both the National Defense
Service Ribbon and the Good Conduct Medal.
After the war, Judge Days attended the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley for both her
undergraduate and graduate years, earning
her law degree there in 1963.

Judge Days’ long record of service to Santa
Clara County includes 6 years as the mayor of
Morgan Hill and terms on Santa Clara Coun-
ty’s drug abuse commission, regional criminal
justice planning board and human relations
commissions. Immediately prior to her appoint-
ment to the bench, Judge Days was the Direc-
tor of the California Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Throughout her tenure on the Court, Judge
Virginia Mae Days has been a strong role
model for the community. She summed this
philosophy up best in March of 2000 at a din-
ner honoring the groundbreaking women ju-
rists of Santa Clara County: ‘‘The more the
bench reflects the community, the fairer the
process.’’

I want to thank Judge Mae Days for her
many years of service to our community and
wish her nothing but the best in this next
phase of her life.
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IN HONOR OF HERBERT AND
MARION SANDLER

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2001

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to salute
Herbert and Marion Sandler for their long-
standing at entrepreneurial and philanthropic
commitment to the San Francisco community.
Today, Thursday, July 19 in my district, Her-
bert and Marion Sandler will be inducted into
the Bay Area Business Hall of Fame. They are
most deserving of this honor and I am proud
to acknowledge their contributions on this oc-
casion.

Herbert and Marion Sandler co-founded
Golden West Financial Corporation in Oak-
land, California in 1963. As Chief Executive
Officers and Chairmen of the Board, they have
had phenomenal success in building Golden
West Financial into a Fortune 500 company.
With 420 offices and $57 billion in assets, it is
the third largest savings and loan in the coun-
try today.

Marion Sandler has been recognized by
Fortune Magazine as one of the most powerful
women in business today. By being one of the
first women to break through the Fortune 500
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glass ceiling, her accomplishments are an in-
spiration to businesswomen everywhere. Gold-
en West Financial Corporation has the signifi-
cant distinction of being one of the very few
major companies with more women on its
Board of Directors than men.

Herbert Sandler serves on numerous advi-
sory boards sharing his expertise with others.
He was elected to the Board of Directors of
the Federal Home Loan Bank of San Fran-
cisco. He also serves as a member of the
board of directors of the Success for All Foun-
dation and of the Center For Real Estate and
Urban Economics of the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley.

The Sandlers are committed to philanthropy
and community activism. Through the Sandler
Family Supporting Foundation, they support
nonprofit and community organizations in the
Bay Area and nationwide. Among the numer-
ous recipients of their generosity are the
Sandler Program for Asthma Research, the
Human Rights Center at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, and the National Women’s
Law Center. They also fund many research
grants in the fields of medicine and social
work. In addition, Herbert and Marion have do-
nated generously to worthy causes such as
Human Rights Watch.

It is with personal and civic pride that I cele-
brate with my dear friends on this festive oc-
casion. The Sandler’s dedication to the people
of the Bay Area has had a significant, lasting
effect on Californians. Their service to our
country and our community is indeed a cause
for celebration.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2001

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, during recorded
vote 248, on final passage of H.R. 2500, the
Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2002, a
technical error resulted in my vote not being
recorded.

I had intended to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this meas-
ure.
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TRIBUTE TO THE BALLISTIC
MISSILE DEFENSE ORGANIZATION

HON. SILVESTRE REYES
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 20, 2001

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the men and women of the Bal-
listic Missile Defense Organization for the suc-
cessful ballistic missile defense test that took
place late Saturday night over the Pacific
Ocean. The first success since 1999, the bal-
listic missile interceptor that shot down a
dummy warhead used a ‘‘hit to kill’’ technology
and was able to destroy its target hundreds of
miles away from launch point. This test dem-
onstrates our commitment to defending
against the threat of Intercontinental Ballistic
Missile launches and once again shows that
this ‘‘bullet to bullet’’ method of target destruc-
tion is technologically feasible. Further, it justi-

fies our need to continue with vigorous testing
as we aggressively move forward with matur-
ing our ballistic missile defense capabilities.
We must continue to develop, test and fund
missile defense technologies to create a de-
fensive system to protect this nation and our
allies against missile threats worldwide. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of my time.
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TRIBUTE TO DEBBY O’CONNOR

HON. GARY G. MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 20, 2001

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute and honor the
accomplishments of Debby O’Connor of Dia-
mond Bar, California.

Mrs. O’Connor served as Mayor of the City
of Diamond Bar for the year 2000. In that po-
sition she demonstrated civic leadership, re-
sponsibility and deep personal commitment to
her community. She previously served as
Mayor Pro Tem, and served a two-year term
on the Parks and Recreation Commission.

Mrs. O’Connor is Co-Chair of the City Com-
munity/Civic Task force. She is the City of Dia-
mond Bar’s voting delegate on the Wildlife
Corridor Conservation Authority and on the
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership of
Commerce and Cities. She is one of the City
Council’s liaisons to the volunteer planning
committee behind the City’s successful anni-
versary celebrations and, is also very involved
with the Diamond Bar Community Foundation.
In addition to her Council duties, she has
demonstrated her long time support and con-
cern for the community by being actively in-
volved in the Friends of the Diamond Bar Li-
brary, Diamond Bar Improvement Association,
Lorbeer Middle School PTSA, Diamond Ranch
High School Boosters and Diamond Point Ele-
mentary School Safety Site and Technology
committees. She is a youth soccer referee and
board member for the Region 311, American
Youth Soccer Organization. Mrs. O’Connor
has been a dedicated fundraiser for the Dia-
mond Bar/Walnut YMCA since 1996, and has
also served on the board for the Diamond Bar
Community Nursery School and Diamond
Point Swim and Racquet Club.

Mrs. O’Connor’s leadership in strong eco-
nomic development programs and her impres-
sive record of civic and volunteer community
involvement have earned the admiration and
respect of those who have had the privilege of
working with her. I would like to congratulate
Debby O’Connor on these accomplishments
and thank her for her outstanding service to
her community.
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ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM
REDUCTION ACT

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY
OF OREGON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 20, 2001

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
America has a long tradition of civic activism.
From the anti-slavery movement to women’s
suffrage to the civil rights era, citizen activists
have accomplished many important social re-

forms by working together through peaceful
means to influence their friends and neighbors
and building support for change.

We Americans fight for change at the ballot
box and in the halls of legislatures—not with
incendiary devices and pipe bombs.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately violent acts in
the name of protecting the environment are
growing in alarming numbers throughout the
western United States. Earlier this month I vis-
ited a timber company facility in Monmouth,
Oregon that had been burned down in an
arson perpetrated by the Earth Liberation
Front.

In the Monmouth attack, which roused fire-
fighters out of bed on Christmas morning, the
arson caused the roof to collapse only minutes
after those who were fighting the fire pulled
out. Paul Evans, the mayor of Monmouth and
a volunteer firefighter who fought the blaze
that Christmas day, told me he narrowly es-
caped injury or death in the fire. Ironically,
Paul, who is now serving a military tour of
duty in the Persian Gulf, was probably in more
danger in his own town than he now is in Ku-
wait.

Mr. Speaker, these are not victimless
crimes, and they must be halted. That is why
I’m introducing the Environmental Terrorism
Reduction Act.

The most challenging aspect of these
crimes is that the perpetrators have been dif-
ficult to apprehend, leaving most of these
crimes unsolved because with limited re-
sources and manpower, local law enforcement
officials have little success closing these
cases.

The Environmental Terrorism Reduction Act
closes this gap by requiring the Attorney Gen-
eral to establish a national clearinghouse for
information on incidents of eco-terrorism to
help investigators stay ahead of the curve in
preventing additional acts of terror.

In addition, this bill establishes the Environ-
mental Terrorism Reduction Program in the
Department of Justice. This program would
authorize the Attorney General, upon consulta-
tion with the heads of Federal, State, and local
law enforcement agencies and the Governor
of each applicable State, to designate any
area as a high intensity environmental ter-
rorism area. After making such a designation
local law enforcement agencies could access
funding to assist them in solving and pre-
venting these types of crimes in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the provisions in the
Environmental Terrorism Reduction Act will
greatly aid our communities and industries that
are vulnerable to eco-terrorism. It is high time
the federal government addressed this situa-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to join me in
sponsoring this measure and enacting it into
law.
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INTRODUCTION OF COLORADO
SCHOOL LANDS BILL

HON. MARK UDALL
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 20, 2001

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I am
today introducing a bill to modify the 1875
Act—usually referred to as the Colorado Ena-
bling Act—that provided for admission of
Colroado to the Union. The bill is cosponsored
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